
 

Historical Center Retrospective 

the History 
Center, Archae-
ology and 
Preservation: 

Focusing on the Future, presented by Tad 
Britt, Chief of Archaeology and Collec-
tions, National Center for Preservation, 
Technology and Training, U. S. National 
Park Service.   
  
Things began to slow down a bit after Ar-
chaeology Day at Walter B. Jacobs Memo-
rial Nature Park on November 12.  Pam 
and Laurie were there, along Bossier Par-
ish Library Community Librarian for Chil-
dren and Teens, Kristen Kennedy.  It was 
a fun second annual event. Pam set up a 
mock archaeology lab at which children 
analyzed the ‘artifacts’ in the mock dig set 
up by professional archaeologists. Laurie 
again made use of educating both children 
and adults with the replica Caddo tools 
and Kristen oversaw a Caddo Indian-
inspired pottery craft.  
 
On November 13, our Veterans’ Day 
program presented the 1955 movie Stra-
tegic Air Command which stars James 
Stewart and June Allyson.  Jimmy Stewart 
came to Barksdale Air Force Base to train 
airmen here. The Strategic Air Command 
(SAC) was created in 1946 and three 
years later, in November of 1949, Barks-
dale Air Force Base became home to the 
2nd Air Force headquarters. That move 
brought Barksdale into the SAC.   
 
A classic Christmas movie which also stars 
Jimmy Stewart , It’s a Wonderful Life will be 
shown at 3:00 pm at the History Center 
following our traditional Christmastime 
Open House from 1:00-3:00. Guests of all 
ages at both events are invited to color or 
write Christmas cards for Veterans. 
 
And now for a personally-experienced 
event that’s not as exciting as those above 
but is worth sharing.  Anyone who has 
done genealogical research can attest to 
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As has AL-
WAYS been the 
case, October 
was by far the 
busiest month 
of the year here 
at the History 
Center.  Every-
one wants to 
take advantage of the good weather. 
 
Autumn outreach activities began on 
September 24 when Laurie Dyche and 
Amy Robertson participated in the 
Bayou Bodcau Wildlife and Forestry 
Festival, displaying and demonstrating 
our collection of replica Caddo Indian 
tools and hunting weapons. (See story 
about them and their maker on p. 4). 
Again with this collection, on October 
8, Pam and Amy were part of LSUS’ 
Pioneer Heritage Day.  October 15 
found Pam and Laurie at Red River 
National Wildlife Refuge’s annual 
Wildlife Celebration.  Thursday No-
vember 10 featured a program here at 

The Director’s Chair 
By Ann Middleton, Director 

Fall/Winter 2016 

the occurrence of unusual discoveries re-
lating to their research.  As a twenty-odd 
year veteran of genealogical research, I 
have witnessed a few unusual finds.  How-
ever, in October I experienced what will 
no doubt be the genealogical highlight of 
unusual experiences for me.   
 
A call from a frequent patron of the Histor-
ical Center was transferred to me. As I 
answered the call I glanced at a genealogy 
reference request in my email.  In it I rec-
ognized an uncommon surname that I had 
searched for many times for our patron on 
the phone.  As it turns out, the patron on 
the phone and the patron who sent the 
email  were related—but unknown to each 
other. They were looking for information 
about the same family! Astounded at the 
coincidence, I was able to connect them 
and they exchanged ancestral information.  
 
There is rarely a dull moment at the Histo-
ry Center.  Share the excitement with us. 

PARDON THE INCOVENIENCE 
The current roof on the Central Library 
building has been in place since 1986. The 
Historical Center, built in 1998, is part of 
the Central Library complex. We are under-
going a roofing project at our Central Li-
brary Branch that began December 5th and 
continues through February 2017. During 
this improvement, it will be loud at times 
and it will probably smell like tar. Additional-
ly, some sections within the Central Library 
may be closed off at times as well as sections 
of the parking lot. Make your plans accord-
ingly. If you need a quiet place, please visit 
any of our other locations who will be more 
than happy to accommodate you. HC's roof 
replacement is scheduled for the month of 
January. Schedules are tentative as rain may 
create additional delays. 
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JIMMY STEWART FILM SERIES 
 
In honor of Veterans Day weekend 
and Aviation History Month, the Boss-
ier Parish Library Historical Center 
hosted a showing of the movie Strate-
gic Air Command, starring James Stew-
art and June Allyson as the first film in 
our Jimmy Stewart Film Series.  
 
The second film showing in 
the series will be It’s a 
Wonderful Life from 3:00-
5:00 pm on Friday, Dec 9, 
following our annual Holiday 
Open House from 1-3. The 
meeting room will be deco-
rated in a snowy theme to 
take you north to “Bedford 
Falls.” During the event, 
there will be a coloring sta-
tion to create Christmas and 
Thank You cards for veter-
ans in our local V.A. Hospi-

Spotlight on: 

  OUTREACH  
By Pam Carlisle, History and Outreach Specialist 

tal and Veterans Home.  
  
Why a Jimmy Stewart film series? Did 
you know James Maitland Stewart had 
real-life SAC experience in the US Air 
Force Reserve where he ultimately 
earned the rank of brigadier general? 
That he made trips to Barksdale Air 
Force Base for training other pilots? 

Prior to that he 
was a highly deco-
rated pilot who 
earned the rank 
of colonel in the 
U.S. Army Air 
Corps 
(predecessor of 
the U.S. Air 
Force) during 
World War II.  
The story goes 
that James Stew-
art came back 
from the War 

aged from his physical and emotional expe-
riences. He no longer looked like the boy-
next-door who easily won leading man 
roles in lighthearted romantic movies. Af-
ter being overlooked for many roles, he 
seriously considered giving up his acting 
career.  
 
Then he got the role of George Bailey in 
It’s a Wonderful Life. In this role he plays a 
financially and emotionally devastated man 
on the verge of suicide. Therefore it 
worked to cast someone with life experi-
ence worn on his face. The rest is film his-
tory. James Stewart continued to succeed 
in film by playing more mature, multi-
dimensional characters.  

 

We hope to see you on the 9th for It’s a 
Wonderful Life. Please call or email Pam 
Carlisle if you are interested in being in-
formed of the next film showings in the 
series for later this winter.   

Spotlight on:  

  EXHIBITS By Marisa Richardson, Curator 

It’s looking festive at the History Cen-
ter again! The Toy Train Operators 
have created a magical Christmas dis-
play for our patrons. Stop in to see 
models of the Polar Express as well as 
Santa’s North Pole train! Santa, Mrs. 
Claus, and a couple of hard-working 
elves are also spending time in our 
train exhibit. Our staff is starting to 
decorate the rest of our building with 

the Christmas tree and a snowy village. 
The Historical Center’s Holiday Open 
House will be a great opportunity to see 
the trains!   
         
 
 
 
We have smaller local history exhibits at 
our branch locations, too. The Haughton 

branch has a new exhibit 
about the history of the 
town of Haughton. 
You can learn in-
teresting tidbits 
about Haughton’s 
past. Did you 
know that as a 
major railroad 
stop, Haughton 
had several hotels, 
boarding houses, 
and stables? Sales-
men traveled by 
train from Shreve-
port to Haughton 

Monday—Thurs. Dec. 19-22: 9am-7pm 
Fri. Dec. 23—Mon. Dec. 26: CLOSED 
Tues. Dec. 27—Thurs. Dec. 29: 9am-7pm 
Sun. Jan. 1—Mon. Jan. 2: CLOSED 

Bossier Parish Central  
Library and Historical 
Center Holiday Hours 

and stayed overnight in Haughton hotels. 
As early as 1887, J.B. O’Neal ran a 
boarding house and livery stable.  He 
offered a “hack line” between Bellevue, 
which was still the parish seat, and the 
train stopped in Haughton.  He promised 
that the hack would arrive in time for 
the passengers to eat supper at his 
boarding house before the train left.  
Visit our Haughton branch library to 
discover more facts about Haughton 
schools and businesses. 
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tery, documenting everything she can find 
since 2000, to go with 
the graves there. 
 
“I started with rolls of 
film and had to get 
them processed now I 
use a digital camera 
and put on CD and 
camera cards. I also 
had to learn how to use 

the computer,” she said. “There are so 
many new ways to document now than 
when I first started. There isn’t much infor-
mation on African American cemeteries. “ 
 
Dupree credits Ann Middleton, who was 
with the Ouachita Parish Library System, 
as a major source of encouragement. 
 
“Having records from these old cemeteries 
is important for future generations. I go 
and spend time down at the Ouachita 
Parish Courthouse, reading and using the 
old records. I didn’t know much about 
using courthouse records, but Ann taught 
me,” she said. 
 
“I have now been involved with 22 ceme-
teries; I started by working with the New 
Bethany UMC in Ballplay, Alabama, in 
1999. I recently talked to a 90-year-old 
man in Chatham Cemetery, who told me 
to ‘not stop doing what I am doing. Keep 
active. God will use you.’ ” 
 
She said that Middleton has relocated, 
“but we still remain friends and talk. She 
made me believe in myself and believe 
that I could write a book.. I did and then 
she helped me get ‘A Labor of Love Worth 
Sharing’ published and printed. 

“A Life Dedicated to Service:” Ms. 
Dorothy Dupree — and her librari-
an, Ann Middleton 
 
Towards the end of a story from Mon-
roe's NewsStar on October 30, 2016 is 
a wonderful shout-out to History Cen-
ter director Ann Middleton. The subject 
of the article is the life of service of Ms. 
Dorothy Dupree of Monroe, who’s 
worked with an orphanage in Chicago, 
the Salvation Army in Gadsden, Alabama 
and currently Monroe’s Rays of Sonshine 
facility and program for women with 
addiction and substance abuse issues.  
She has also worked tirelessly to pre-
serve historic resources that will prove 
vital to future researchers of African 
American family history.  
 
Ms. Dorothy shows us the impact a li-
brary and specifically a librarian (in this 
case, Ann Middleton) can have. The time 
referred to is when Ann was a Special 
Collections librarian in Ouachita Parish 
before we were fortunate to have her 
come west to Bossier in 2004.  
  
Here is an extract of the article by Ger-
ald Ingram, Special to the News-Star 
(Monroe, La.) You can see a link to the 
full article on our Facebook page 
[@Bossier Parish Library Historical Cen-
ter].  
  
With energy that belies her 73 years, in 
addition to her work with Rays, Dupree 
serves on the advisory board for J.S. Clark 
Cemetery and she also works with Friends of 
J.S. Clark Cemetery. 
 
She serves as their historian for the ceme-

Save the 
Dates! For those 
of you who re-
member the RELIC 
(Readings in Litera-
ture and Culture) 
that the Louisiana 
Endowment for 
Humanities used to 
provide libraries 
across the state, 
including the Histo-
ry Center where 

they proved very popular, pay attention. 
And those of you who did not get to expe-
rience a RELIC, also pay attention—and ask 
a former attendee how enjoyable and in-
formative they were. Though the LEH has 
ceased providing these programs due to 
budget cuts, the History Center will be 
offering a similar scholar-facilitated reading 
and cultural discussion series on Thursday 
evenings, Jan. 19—Feb. 9 at 6:00 – 
7:30 pm. We will be reading the highly 
acclaimed and timely book by John M. Bar-
ry, Rising Tide: the great Mississippi flood 
of 1927 and how it changed America.  
The discussions will be led by historian and 
local history teacher Rusty Beckham. 
Rusty left a career in real estate in the Ben-

ton area to pursue 
his interest in histo-
ry, graduating with 
a M.A. in History in 
May 2014 from 
Villanova University 
in Pennsylvania. He 
is currently pursu-
ing a Ph.D. in His-

tory. He likes reading and writing about 
many different eras, places, and people. His 
goal is to spark curiosity in the hearts and 
minds of others, which he does currently as 
a social studies teacher at Benton HS. He 
has also presented historical topics to a 
wide array of age groups, from young chil-
dren to older adults. We think you will 
very much enjoy his enthusiasm and energy 
as he leads us in discussion about the Great 
Mississippi Flood. 
 
Registration: Space is limited. You may 
visit or call us at 318-746-7717 starting 
Fri. Dec. 9 to register and reserve your 
book.  
 

Spotlight on: 

 RESEARCH  
By Pam Carlisle, History and Outreach  

 
The History Center was bestowed I think the highest 
honor we could receive—we were chose as an anni-
versary trip destination for a couple from Burleson, 
TX (Fort Worth area). Lisa Redden, a genealogy en-
thusiast with family from Bossier Parish 
always wanted to make a ‘pilgrimage’ to 
this area—and to our research center! 
Sweet husband Greg agreed to ‘tag 
along’ and this is her present for their 
38th anniversary. We would have had 

roses and romantic music ready if we had known they were coming!   
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Historical Center Founder/Volunteer Spotlight: 
  
 In Memory of Louis Baker 1930-2016 

Louis Baker, a 
long-time 
member of the 
Louisiana Ar-

chaeological Society, 
passed away on August 
30, 2016.  His contri-
butions to Louisiana 
archaeology were im-
mense.  Louis identified 
and plotted over a hun-
dred archaeological 
sites in northwest Louisiana, and worked 
with professional archaeologists on nu-
merous projects in both Louisiana and 
Arkansas.  He was born in 1930 in North 
Carolina; served in the United States Air 
Force during the Ko-
rean War, met his 
future wife while sta-
tioned at Barksdale 
Air Force Base, and 
they eventually set-
tled in Benton, Louisi-
ana. Louis worked in 
civil service until re-
tirement when he 
established Baker 
Heating and Air. 
 
Beginning in the 
1980s, Louis devel-
oped an interest in 
archaeology, and as a 
participant in several 
field schools spon-
sored by the Arkan-
sas Archeological Society, acquired tech-
nical field skills recognized as truly awe-
some by all those with whom he later 
worked.   
 
He began recording sites in Bossier Par-
ish, made extensive surface collections, 
and kept excellent records.  His favorite 
area of investigation was along Willow 
Chute Bayou, a stream on the eastern 
side of the Red River floodplain between 
Benton and Bossier City.  Now largely 
developed by residential expansion, the 
area was cultivated in the 1980s and 
1990s.  Louis maintained close relation-
ships with the local farmers and systemat-

ically surveyed most of the existing fields, 
recording almost 100 sites.  After the Re-
gional Archaeology Program was estab-
lished in 1989, I worked with Louis re-
visiting the sites, making additional collec-

tions, conducting test exca-
vations, and analyzing his 
extensive collections which 
are now curated at North-
western State University.  
The broad and systematic 
nature of Louis’ endeavors 
enabled us to interpret the 
area as home to a dispersed 
Caddo village relating to the 
Middle Caddo period, about 
A.D. 1200 to 1500. 
 
During the 1990s and early 
21st century, Louis also spent 
long hours working with 
David Kelley at the McLel-
land and Joe Clark sites in 
southern Bossier Parish, and 

with me at the Conly Site in Bienville Par-
ish and Mounds Plantation in Caddo Par-
ish.  For over ten years Louis accompa-
nied me on almost every project that I 
conducted through the Regional Archaeol-
ogy Program.  He also assisted Joe Saun-
ders on several projects in northeast Loui-
siana.   
 
Louis was a wonderful colleague in the 
field—he had an immense amount of en-
ergy and strong work ethic, handled a 
shovel and trowel with greater precision 
than anyone I have ever met, and had a 
keen eye for identifying archaeological 
features.   
 

Louis also was an accomplished crafts-
man and artisan (as well as an expert 
gardener).  He designed a folding 
screen, and made several that contin-
ue to be used by archaeologists in 
Louisiana and Arkansas (see LAS 
Newsletter 2009).  Louis also replicat-
ed a set of Indian tools including 
bows, atlatls, shell dippers, knives, 
celts, and ornamental items of wood 
and bone.  Many of the implements 
are composed of stone tools made by 
local flintknappers hafted by Louis into 
finely carved and polished bois d’arc 
handles.  The tools and ornaments are 
housed at the Bossier Parish Library 
Historical Center, and used frequently 
in “hands-on” public presentations.   
 
Louis was instrumental in the begin-
nings of the Historical Center, which 
started in 1997 as a room in the li-
brary, and later was moved into its 
own building in 1999.  Based on inves-

tigations that he and I conducted at 
the Vanceville Site in Bossier Parish, 
Louis designed and constructed a dio-
rama of a Caddo hamlet that is exhib-
ited in the center, along with a large 
display case that contains many of the 
best artifacts from his collections. 
 
Louis’ persistent positive attitude and 
sense of humor were infectious--he 
will be badly missed by those who 
knew and worked with him.  
— Jeffrey Girard 

Editor’s Note: During our Historical Center programming and 
special events, we often use the educational replicas of Caddo 
Indian tools that Mr. Baker carved. Without fail, someone will 
remark on the gorgeous tools, which are naturally red-hued and 
oiled to a smooth shine, and ask, “who made these!?”  Lately it’s 
been with a heavy heart that I explain they were made by hand 
on a volunteer basis by Mr. Louis Baker,  a gentleman from Ben-
ton who is sadly now deceased. And let’s not forget Mrs. Dot, 
who sewed a custom-sized corduroy pouch for every one of 
them. She has our sincere condolences. –PCC 

By Jeffrey Girard with assistance 

from Pamela Carlisle and Nita 

Cole 

BPLHC staff Pam and Laurie showing Mr. 
Baker’s hand-carved replica tools at the 
Red River National Wildlife Refuge cele-
bration, October 2016. 
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For more details about the food drive 
and another option to visit the 
BPLHC during the winter holidays, 
please see back page! 



Heather McEntee, Director, Bossier Parish Libraries 
Ann Middleton, Historical Center Director 
Pam Carlisle, Newsletter Editor 
 
2206 Beckett Street 
Bossier City, LA 71111 

 
Phone: 318-746-7717 
Fax: 318-746-7768 
 
E-mail, Historical Center Director: 
amiddleton@bossierlibrary.org 
E-mail, Editor: pcarlisle@bossierlibrary.org 
 
Web: www.bossierlibrary.org 
Blog: http://bpl-hc.blogspot.com/ 

We’re on the Web! 
Go to 

www.bossierlibrary.org  
Look for the “Services” drop 
down menu at top of page 
then choose “History and 

Genealogy”  

 
BOSSIER PARISH LIBRARY HISTORICAL CENTER 
NEWS 

Do you want to be on our mailing list? Know someone who would like 
to receive our newsletter? Let Pam know: 318-746-7717 or  
pcarlisle@bossierlibrary.org 
Please specify if you want to receive the newsletter via email or postal 
mail. Thanks! 

FROM 
Bossier Parish Library 
Historical Center 
2206 Beckett Street 
Bossier City, LA 71111 

SPECIAL EVENTS:   
 JIMMY STEWART FILM SERIES, HOLIDAY GATHERINGS AND FOOD DRIVE 

 

“It’s a Wonderful Place” 2016 Holiday Open House  
at the Bossier Parish Library Historical Center , Friday, December 9th 1:00 –3:00 pm 

See page 5 for full flyer. Open House to be followed by: 
 Film screening of It’s a Wonderful Life.   

3:00-5:00 p.m   
All ages welcome at both events, and both are free.  

We will take donations for the Library Food Drive for 
the Food Bank of NWLA  
If you can’t make our Open House, below is another 
opportunity to see the Historical Center and our holi-

day exhibits, meet nice folks, eat and be entertained.  

Call 318-746-1693 


